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314 THE MONIST. 

is not established if the subject and object belong to different worlds. The subject 
is undoubtedly found in consciousness, the object must be there also. All the in- 
genious arguments to escape this conclusion are vain. Accordingly, one may well 
believe in the truth of the metaphysical belief, but this belief is not true." 

M. G. Tarde, the great criminologist and an opponent of Professor Lombroso's 
school reviews the penological and criminological literature of recent times in 
France, Italy, and Belgium. 

Alfred Fouillee revises in the article on "the origin of our intellectual and 
cerebral structure " several solutions of the problem of the nature of thought-forms, 
especially Kant's view of the a priori. Strongly influenced by Schopenhauer, he 
makes of the great pessimist's will-theory quite an original and peculiar application 
and finds that the question of "idees-forces" is also at the bottom of the question 
of the origin of ideas. In comparing the origin of ideas to the origin of solar sys- 
tems, he says : ' ' Ideas are the condensation of that which exists everywhere in a 
nebulous state into luminous centres and conscious focuses. Sensation is desire." 
And he sums up his view in the sentence : "Nihil est in intellectu quod non prius 
fuerit in sensu et voluntate." (Paris: Felix Alcan.)" /cpc. 
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LlTTERATURBERICHT. 

Cesare Lombroso and his assistant S. Ottolenghi communicate the results of 
their investigations of the senses of born criminals in a similar way as the former of 
the two had done in his "Studies in Criminal Anthropology," The Monist, Vol. i, 
No. 2, p. 177 et sqq. Our authors say : " Since the days of the famous Greek sage 
who said that nothing came into the intellect save through the gateway of the senses, 
it could be foreseen that a study of the senses would become the gateway to ethics." 
And, it is a fact recognised for some time but not as yet proved by exact methods 
that a lack of moral sense is often accompanied with an obtusity of the sense-organs. 
Dr. Azam's famous Felida showed an entire absence of the moral sense when she 
was in a state of analgesia ; Romanes has pointed out that the sensitiveness to pain 
is greater in tame animals than in wild beasts, this is especially noticeable in the 
dog. It is noteworthy also that savage peoples are almost insensible to pain while 
civilisation often increases sensibility till it becomes hyperesthesia. 

Obtusity of the sense-organs in criminals should not be confounded however 
with the anaesthesia of criminals, because the rarity of laterality, the absence of 
isolated insensible places, the lack of motory anomalies, etc. , exclude the supposi- 
tion of hysteria. 

Our authors found among 15 criminal boys between 10 and 14 years no less, 
than ten cases of absolute analgesia, which proves that this symptom cannot be the 
effect of alcoholism, syphilis, marasmus, or overwork of a special trade. 

Several anecdotes are told about the insensibility to pain. An old thief had his 
leg amputated with the greatest apathy ; the operation done, he took the limb into- 
his hand and joked about it. An inveterate murderer, his penal servitude being. 
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ended, was dismissed out of the bagnio of the island S. He asked the warden to be 
retained, because he did not know how to get food and shelter. His demand being 
refused, he opened his bowels with the handle of a spoon, went to bed as usual, 
and died without even a sigh. Mandrin, a criminal, shortly before his execution 
allowed himself to be cut in eight places without giving a sign of pain ; criminal R. 
flayed the skin of his face with a piece of glass. In the penitentiary at Chatham 
during the years 1871 and 1872, 841 voluntary wounds and injuries were made. 
Among them 27 convicts had mutilated some limb, and in 17 cases the limb had to 
be amputated. 

This obtusity of the sensory organs in criminals is supposed to be of a cortical 
origin and being similar to the phenomena of savage life is interpreted as atavism. 
Criminals show deficiencies in the senses of touch, smell, taste, and hearing, but 
not of sight. And this is analogous to the savage in whom the sense of sight is 
naturally very strong, and no criminal could execute numerous thefts or escape the 
arm of justice without a high development of the sense of sight. 

In the second article on comparisons of tone-distances Gustav Engel, Professor 
at the Royal High-school of Music in Berlin, takes occasion to explain his views of 
the subject with reference to the severe criticism of C. Stumpf on Carl Lorenz's 
theory. Wilhelm Wundt had taken part in the discussion in favor of Lorenz. The 
subject of the article lies in the border-land between the physiology of hearing and 
music ; and Professor Engel comes to the conclusion that affinity of tones, i. e. the 
interval-sense in a melodious succession does not lead to the same accuracy and re- 
liability of hearing as their concord. He objects to the idea of an arithmetical 
difference as proposed by Lorenz and Wundt, and proves it through the fact that 
the Pythagorean tierce in the unaccompanied scale makes a less noticeable disturb- 
ance than in a concord, while the approximately pure tierce (which is too low only 
by a small fracture of a comma) is excellent in the concord while it causes a slight 
disturbance in the melody. Musical intervals are not identical with the geometrical 
intervals, yet they are based upon them as a selection made among innumerable 
possibilities for certain purposes. Their acceptance is established only in harmonic 
music, but this fact too adds some difficulties to the investigations made in this 
field, for if two tones sound together, we can no longer distinguish them separately, 
as would be required for the investigation ; and if we let the one succeed the other 
their geometrical relation is no longer discerned with the same precision. (Hamburg 
and Leipsic : Leopold Voss. ) /cpc . 
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